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Facelift, Part Two  

I wasn't kidding about the facelift. 

 
This portion of the mural is all the way at the top of the piece. That part of the woman's face that's darker? Not a 
shadow -- that's 72 years of airborne grime, ladies and gentlemen. 
 
And it's all gone. 
 

 
Work in progress, up the very stable yet very scary-looking scaffolding.  
 



 
Detail of the archer, near the bottom of the piece. 
 

 
Detail of the cat, which I didn't even know was on the mural because of the grime. 
 

 
Detail of a book, which is appropriate don't you think? 
 



 
The finished, repaired, and varnished mural in the morning sunlight.  
 

 
Thank you to (back, L-R): Dee Coover director DeKalb Public Library, Richard Katz Katz Family Foundation, 
Jerry Smith president DeKalb County Community Foundation, Clark Neher DeKalb Library Board. Thank you 
also to (front, L-R): Dorotea Bobek assistant mural conservator, Dr Margaret Nowolsielska Chief Mural 
Conservator of the Chicago Conservation Center, Nancy Castle NIU professor whose students wrote the grant 
that funded this project. 
 
Thank you all for making this happen. 
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